March 24, 2023

The Honorable Robert Aderholt The Honorable Rosa DeLauro

Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, Education, Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, Education,
and Related Agencies and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

Dear Chairman Aderholt and Ranking Member DeLauro:

As you prepare the Fiscal Year 2024 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
Appropriations bill, we urge you to support an increase in funding for the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B Grants to States program to $16.259 billion to put us
on the path to full federal funding within ten years. This amount matches the President’s FY24
Budget Request.

In 1975, the original version of IDEA was enacted to ensure that all students with disabilities
receive a free and appropriate public education. IDEA provides individual-specific programs,
resources, and services for students with a wide range of disabilities, including hearing
impairment, autism, language impairment, and learning disabilities. Currently, over 7 million
children with disabilities receive special education services under the IDEA. The comprehensive
assessment and support services authorized by IDEA help to close the academic achievement
gap and prepare students for further education, employment, and independent living.

When Congress passed the predecessor to the IDEA in 1975, it made a pledge to states and
school districts that the federal government would pay 40 percent of the costs to educate every
child receiving special education and related services. In 2004, the reauthorization of IDEA
reiterated this pledge, creating a “glide path” for the federal government to cover 40 percent of
Average Per Pupil Expenditure (APPE) by 2011.

For over 40 years, Congress has fallen short of this commitment, with regular appropriations for
IDEA Part B never reaching above 19 percent of the national APPE. Fiscal year 2023 funding
covered just 12 percent roughly, which falls far short of the federal promise to students with
disabilities and their families. This continued shortfall exacerbates the long-running challenges
facing states and local school districts, which are faced with limited resources and growing
student populations. Significant funding in fiscal year 2024 for IDEA would help relieve budget
pressures and provide much needed support for our teachers and school administrators, who are
working tirelessly to better the lives of all students in our communities through equal access to
quality education.

We urge you to honor our commitment to students with disabilities and support significant
funding in fiscal year 2024 for IDEA to put us on the path to full federal funding within ten
years. Thank you for your consideration of our request.



Sincerely,

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Pete Stauber
Member of Congress

Brian Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Glenn "GT" Thompson
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Jenniffer Gonzalez-Colon

Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress



Paul D. Tonko

Suzan K. DelBene

Donald S. Beyer Jr.

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
Dina Titus Joyce Beatty Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
William R. Keating Lloyd Doggett Adam Smith
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
Suzanne Bonamici Mark DeSaulnier Jimmy Panetta

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

IThan Omar
Member of Congress



Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Gregorio Kilili Camacho
Sablan
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney

Jahana Hayes

Sara Jacobs

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
Rashida Tlaib John B. Larson Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Eleanor Holmes Norton Seth Moulton Emanuel Cleaver, 11
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress



Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress
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Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress

Jsshifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress
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Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress



\

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Kathy E. Manning
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett Joaquin Castro Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
Tony Cardenas Mike Levin Dwight Evans
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
Andy Kim Brad Sherman Lori Trahan

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

Marie Gluesenkamp Perez

Member of Congress



Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress

Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress

David N. Cicilline
Member of Congress

Cori Bush
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragan Steve Cohen
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Sylvia R. Garcia Nikki Budzinski

Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

mes Al Himes
Memerpf Congress



Robin L. Kelly Brian Higgins Zoe Lofgren

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Troy Carter Kim Schrier, M.D. Linda T. Sanchez

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

Greg Casar Chris Deluzio Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.

Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Ann McLane Kuster
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.

Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress



André Carson

Sheila Jackson Lee

Juan Vargas

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
Pramila Jayapal Kevin Mullin Rick Larsen
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Jesus G. "Chuy" Garcia
Member of Congress

Yadira Caraveo, M.D.
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

John P. Sarbanes
Member of Congress

Abigail Davis Spanberger

Member of Congress



Lisa C. McClain Robert Garcia Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
Val Hoyle MARK TAKANO Elissa Slotkin

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D.
Member of Congress

Anna G. Eshoo
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress



