
April 17, 2025 

Re: Astra and its 1800 Members Across the Country Urge Congress to Advocate for A Toy Exemption from 
Tariffs  
Dear Sharice Davids and Staff: 

As a small business owner, I wanted to reach out regarding the current China tariffs.  The incredibly exorbitant tariffs 

imposed on China will be devastating to our industry.  Astra is the American Specialty Toy Retailing Association and 

represents the small toy stores and small manufacturers located in every community in America. Small businesses 

like ours are the backbone of the economy and punitive tariffs will be very destructive to our ability to maintain our 

businesses. Even though tariffs on countries other than China were reduced to 10%, any tariffs for small companies 

will be significantly onerous. Over 80% of toys are coming from China which means the toy industry is affected 

greatly by the high tariffs on goods coming in from China. We strongly urge you to advocate for a toy-specific 
tariff exemption, especially given toys are not a strategic sector. 
Founded in 1992, Astra is a dedicated community of professionals committed to providing children with healthy, 

quality play materials that have high play value. Astra members build their businesses around specialty toys, which 

are designed with a focus on what the child can do, rather than what the toy can do. Astra members are leaders who 

have a positive influence on the economy, culture, and creativity of the communities they serve. 

If our members’ community toy stores close, not only will it harm the local economy in every state in the U.S., but it 

will also lead consumers to, instead, turn to online sites to purchase toys that often do not meet established toy safety 

guidelines. The result will be a significant rise in untested, non-compliant knockoff toys from unauthorized online retail 

platforms, such as Temu and Shein, getting into the hands of American children. 

For these reasons, it is imperative that toys are excluded from any potential import tariffs. Ensuring we have safe, 

quality toys available for families in the U.S. will bolster our economic prosperity and provide our children with the 

tools they need for their development and a happy, healthy childhood.   

Thank you for hearing my concerns and for your support for a toy exemption regarding the proposed tariffs. We firmly 

believe that children’s safety and development is paramount and hope you can be our voice in Washington, D.C. as 

Congress and the Trump Administration work to secure better trade agreements for America. 

Sincerely, 

 
Brett Goodwin 
The Learning Tree  
Toys, Books and Gifts - Est. 1996 
 
Store: (913) 385-1234 


